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Dutch: De term ‘goed’ oftewel ‘ATa60C’ is een frequent gebruikte term in gebedsrituelen door
zowel priesters als de algemene kerkelijke gemeenschap van de Koptisch Orthodoxe Kerk. Elke
liturgische dienst van de betreffende stroming beschrijft de goedheid van God de Vader. Dit
benadrukt de relevantie om de werkelijke betekenis en waarde achter deze term te begrijpen. De
Here Jezus Hemzelf bekrachtigde deze eigenschap toen Hij de hooggeplaatste man aansprak:
‘Waarom noemt gij Mij goed? Niemand is goed dan God alleen’.

Het beeld van God als zijnde goed vindt zijn oorsprong in zowel het Oude als het Nieuwe Tes-
tament. Een uitgebreide kritische bestudering van de term ‘ASa60C’ in andere talen, waaronder
het Engels en het Frans, slaagt er echter niet in om de diepgaande waarde ervan algeheel te
omvatten. Deze beperking wordt veroorzaakt door het feit dat dit eigenschap betrekking heeft
op de ongeschapen en grenzeloze aard van God die het menselijk begrip overtreft. Soortgelijke
uitdagingen worden tevens getroffen in pogingen om andere kenmerkende kwaliteiten van God,
zoals liefde en mededogen, te omschrijven.

Ondanks deze taalkundige uitdagingen schenkt God uit liefde voor de mensheid, alhoewel tot een
bepaalde mate, een aantal van Zijn kenmerkende eigenschappen aan ons via het transformatieve
werk van de Heilige Geest. Dit artikel bestudeert de veelzijdige aard van de term ‘43a60C’ en
diens theologische implicaties om zodoende verheldering te verkrijgen over de complexiteit met
betrekking tot het beschrijven van goddelijke kwaliteiten die alleen tot God zelf behoren.

English: The term ‘Good’ or ‘a3a60C’ is a frequently used term in the Coptic Orthodox Church
worship rites, by both priests and the congregation. Notably, every liturgical service within
this tradition describes the goodness of God the Father. This highlights the importance of
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understanding the real meaning and relevance of such term. The Lord Jesus Himself affirmed
this attribute when addressing the ruler and said, “Why do you call me good? No one is good
but God’. This depiction of God as inherently good finds its foundation in both the Old and
New Testaments. Nevertheless, a comprehensive critical examination of the term ‘ATa60C’ in
other languages, such as English and French and so forth, fails to entirely capture its profound
significance. This limitation arises from the fact that this attribute pertains to the uncreated,
boundless nature of God, which surpasses human comprehension. Consequently, language
constraints become apparent. Similar challenges are encountered when trying to describe other
distinctive qualities of God, such as love and compassion. Despite these linguistic challenges,
God out of His love for humanity bestows some of His distinctive attributes upon us through
the transformative work of the Holy Spirit, albeit to a limited extent. This article delves into the
multifaceted nature of the term ‘a3a60C” and its theological implications, shedding light on the
intricacies of describing the divine qualities inherent to God.

French: Le terme « Bon » ou ‘ATa80C’, mot grec, est un terme fréquemment utilisé dans les rites
d’adoration de ’Eglise copte orthodoxe, tant par les prétres que par la congrégation. Chaque
service liturgique au sein de cette tradition décrit de maniere notable la bonté de Dieu le Pere.
D’ou I'importance de comprendre le sens réel et la pertinence de ce terme. Le Seigneur Jésus
Lui-méme a affirmé cet attribut en s’adressant au notable en disant : « Pourquoi m’appelles-tu
bon? Il n’y a de bon que Dieu seul. » Cette représentation de Dieu comme étant essentiellement
bon trouve son fondement dans 1I’Ancien et le Nouveau Testament. Néanmoins, un examen cri-
tique complet du terme ‘ATa60C’ dans d’autres langues, comme 1’anglais et le frangais, etc., ne
parvient pas a saisir pleinement sa signification profonde. Cette limitation vient du fait que cet
attribut concerne la nature incréée et illimitée de Dieu, qui dépasse la compréhension humaine.
C’est la raison pour laquelle les contraintes linguistiques apparaissent. Des défis similaires sur-
viennent lorsqu’on essaie de décrire d’autres qualités distinctives de Dieu, telles que 'amour et
la compassion. Malgré ces défis linguistiques, Dieu, par amour pour ’humanité, nous confére
certains de Ses attributs distinctifs a travers ’ceuvre transformatrice du Saint-Esprit, quoique
dans une mesure limitée. Cet article explore la nature multiforme du terme ‘ATa60C’ et ses
implications théologiques, mettant en lumiere les subtilités de la description des qualités divines
inhérentes a Dieu.

Greek: O 6pog ‘Korog’ 1 “ayaB6g’ sivar évag cuyve xpnoLOTOlOVUEVOS OPOG GTIS AELITOVPYIEG
Aatpetog g Komtkng OpBddoéng Exkinolag, 1060 and tepeic 660 kot amd toug motovc. Eivor
EVOEIKTIKO TO YEYOVOG OTL KGOE AetTOVPYIKN VINPEGIN GTNV TOPASOGT VTN TEPTYPAPEL TNV 0ryalDOTNTOL
oV ®e0¥ oV [Tatpdc. Avtd vroypappilel T onpaGio TG KATAVONOTG TG TPOYLOTIKNG GTLOGTI0G
Kot oNUovTIKOTNTAG TETo0v Opov. O Kvupilog Incovg [pocwnikd emPefaince avtiv v 610t ta
otav amevbouvopevog otov dpyovrta gime: Tl pe amokaleig ayodod; Kavévag dev givar ayadog,
napd povo €vog, 0 @edc’. Avti N anekovion Tov Oeol g evempaTopéve ayadov Ppicket Tig pileg
¢ 1660 oty [Tokaid 660 kot ot Kown Atadnkn. Hopdia avtd, pio 6eotpikr Kpitikn e£ETacT) Tov
0pov ‘aya00g’ oe dAleg YADooES, Ommg To AyyAkd ko to [oddikd kot 00te kabeéng, amotuyydvel
VoL OTOKTNOEL TN PG T BadvtnTa g onpaciog tov. Avtod To 6po mydlet and to yeyovog 6Tt ot
N W0 T APOPE TV adNLLIOVPYELTL, amePOPLETN PVGT TOL OL0V, N ool vrepPaivel KAOE.

German: Der Begriff ‘gut’ oder ‘43a60¢’ ist ein hdufig verwendeter Begriff in den Gottesdien-
striten der koptisch-orthodoxen Kirche, sowohl von Priestern als auch von der Gemeinde. Ins-
besondere beschreibt jeder liturgische Gottesdienst innerhalb dieser Tradition die Giite Gottes
des Vaters. Dies bestiarkt, wie wichtig es ist, die wahre Bedeutung und Relevanz eines solchen
Begriffs zu verstehen. Der Herr Jesus selbst bekriftigte diese Eigenschaft, als er sich an den
Herrscher wandte und sagte: ‘“Warum nennst du mich gut? Niemand ist gut auller Gott’.

Diese Darstellung Gottes, als von Natur aus gut, findet ihre Grundlage sowohl im Alten als
auch im Neuen Testament. Dennoch versagt eine umfassende kritische Untersuchung des
Begriffs ‘ava60¢’ in anderen Sprachen wie Englisch und Franzdsisch usw. darin, seine tief-
greifende Bedeutung vollstindig zu erfassen. Diese Einschrankung ergibt sich aus der Tatsa-
che, dass sich dieses Attribut auf die ungeschaffene, grenzenlose Natur Gottes bezieht, die das
menschliche Verstéindnis tibersteigt. Dadurch werden sprachliche Einschrinkungen deutlich.
Ahnlichen Herausforderungen begegnet man, wenn man versucht, andere charakteristische
Eigenschaften Gottes zu beschreiben, wie zum Beispiel Liebe und Mitgefiihl. Trotz dieser
sprachlichen Herausforderungen schenkt Gott uns, aus Liebe zur Menschheit, einige seiner
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besonderen Eigenschaften durch das transformative Wirken des Heiligen Geistes, wenn auch
in begrenztem Umfang. Dieser Artikel geht auf die vielschichtige Natur des Begriffs ‘avae0c’
und seine theologischen Implikationen ein und beleuchtet die Komplexitit der Beschreibung
der gottlichen Eigenschaften, die Gott innewohnen.

Italian: Il termine ‘Buono’ o ‘ATa60C’ ¢ un termine usato spesso nelle preghiere nella Chiesa
Copta Ortodossa sia dai preti sia dai fedeli. In particolare, ogni servizio liturgico in questa tra-
dizione descrive la bonta di Dio il Padre. Questo sottolinea I'importanza della comprensione del
vero significato e la rilevanza di questo termine. Il Signore Gesu stesso affermo questo attributo
quando si rivolse a un capo dicendo: ‘Perché mi chiami buono? Nessuno ¢ buono tranne Dio’.
Questa descrizione di Dio per natura buono trova le sue radici sia nell’antico sia nel nuovo testa-
mento. Tuttavia un’analisi critica del termine ‘ATA80C’ in altre lingue, come I'inglese e il francese
e altre, non trasmette interamente il suo significato profondo. Questa limitazione sorge dal fatto
che questo attributo si riferisce alla natura di Dio non creata e illimitata, la quale oltrepassa la
comprensione umana. Di conseguenza, la lingua si manifesta nei suoi limiti. Sfide simili si incon-
trano quando si tenta di descrivere altre qualita distintive di Dio, come ’amore e la compassione.
Nonostante queste sfide linguistiche, Dio per mezzo del Suo amore per 'umanita ci dona alcune
dei suoi distinti attributi attraverso I'opera trasformativa dello Spirito Santo, sebbene in misura
limitata. Questo articolo esplora la natura sfaccettata del termine ‘A3a00C’ ¢ le sue implicazioni
teologiche, facendo luce sulla complessita della descrizione delle divine qualita di Dio.

It may be intriguing to consider the assertion regarding the description of our Lord
as Good — avaeoc’. This provokes questions concerning the precise meaning of the
word ‘Good’ and its significance within a theological context. To address this ques-
tion, we revisit the interaction between the Lord Jesus and the ruler who approached
Him and asked, ‘O Good Lord, what should I do to inherit eternal life?” In response,
the Lord Jesus answered him and said, “Why you call me “Good”? No one is Good
but God’. This is a strong affirmation and emphatically reaffirms the uniqueness of
goodness or ‘ATA60C’ as an attribute intrinsic to God. The Lord Jesus perceptively
discerned the ruler’s thoughts and answered him with what he should have known
from the synagogue and from the books of the Old Testament and the psalms about
the nature of God being good. Here are some verses supporting that portrayal:

Good and upright is the Lord; therefore, he instructs sinners in the way. Psalm 25,8

I believe that I shall look upon the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.
Psalm 27:13

How abundant is your goodness, which you have stored up for those who fear you;
Psalm 31;18

Taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in him!
Psalm 34,8

Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.
Psalm 118; 1

You are good and do good; teach me your statutes. Psalm 119,68

The LORD is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made. Psalm 1459

Other prophets in the Old Testament also described God’s goodness

The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; Nahum 1,7

The Lord is good to those who wait for him, Lamentation; 3,25

And the apostles in the New Testament talked about the Lord’s goodness

Now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. / Peter 3

It is therefore clear that goodness is one of the unique features of God, being the
source of all goodness exactly as He is the source of love ‘God is love” and the source
of all blessing: ‘Blessed are you God of our fathers and Your mercy endures forever’
(prayer of Azaria and the praise of the three youths. Daniel 3,23).
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Based on the above well-established fact, the Coptic Orthodox Church incorpo-
rates such a unique feature at the beginning of all its litanies, ‘we ask and appeal
to your goodness O lover of mankind —TENT20 0v02, TENTWR?, NTEKMETATAB0C
mnwpwm’. This feature is also made it part of the priests and congregations wor-
ship rite when they pray at the gate of the sanctuary and in each liturgy before the
Pauline epistle. Additionally, it is invoked when the priest raises incense at the door of
the sanctuary articulating “TENOVWT HMOK ® TIXPICTOC NEW TIEKIWT "NATAB0C
NEY TUTINEYUA €60%AB — we worship you O Christ with your good Father and the
Holy Spirit’.

Similarly, during the distribution of the Holy Communion, the congregation
chants the famous hymn of the Holy Trinity, which is also chanted when the Patriarch
or_the Bishop enters the church KcuapwowT aaHeoc New TEKIWT "NATAB0C’ NEMW
TITINEY VA €807AB — You are blessed with your Good Father and the Holy Spirit’.

Moreover, in the church rites and prayers, we pray daily in the ninth hour litanies
and say “You who was born from the virgin for our sake and tolerated the crucifiction
O good One and in the Holy week praises we say ‘Our Lord Jesus Christ, Our good
Saviour’. The story does not stop at God declaring His good nature to the pharisee
but goes further. Part of what He has taken from us and has given to us through His
mystical incarnation, He granted mankind His own goodness through the work of
the Holy Spirit, as a sign of His love for mankind. This is clearly stated in the New
Testament ‘but the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. (Galatians
5;22-23.). Having received the fruits of the Holy Spirit, we are transformed into
goodness in the eyes of the Lord’s as He said ‘Love your enemies and pray for those
who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For He
makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good’. Mat 5:44-45

The word ATa 60N finds its origin in the Greek language and has been adopted in
the Coptic language. Irrespective of the liturgical language employed, whether it be
English (good), French (Bon), [talian (Buon), or others, the word ATA 80N serves as a
symbol of God’s distinctive quality of goodness. Given the boundless and immeasur-
able nature of God, His attributes also-inherently transcend limitations. Similarly, all
divine features of God’s nature are uncreated, mirroring His own uncreated nature,
out of which all His attributes derive, including His Goodness. The inherent challenge
arises from the limitations of human languages to fully capture the profound essence
of the true meaning of such a divine attribute of God ‘avaeoc’.
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