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Dutch: De toename in het aantal digitale platforms en de grote beschikbaarheid aan informatie
heeft zowel mogelijkheden als uitdagingen gecreéerd voor religieuze gemeenschappen, met
name de Koptische Orthodoxe Kerk. Hoewel het internet de potentie voor een groter bereik en
betrokkenheid biedt, worden gelovigen ook blootgesteld aan een breed domein van potentieel
onjuiste theologische informatie en vervormde interpretaties van het Christelijke leer. Artifi-
ciéle Intelligentie (Al) is verschenen als een veelbelovende oplossing voor deze obstakels door
hulpmiddelen te bieden die het behoud van de dogmatische integriteit kan verbeteren, in het
theologisch onderwijs kan assisteren, en authentieke leringen van de kerk kan promoten in de
digitale wereld.

Dit artikel onderzoekt de rol van Al in het beschermen van Christelijke leringen met de
focus op diens toepassingen in de Koptisch Orthodoxe Kerk. Door middel van verificatie van
theologische inhoud, bestrijden van onjuiste informatie, verbeteren van het begrip van ges-
chriften en het promoten van interactiviteit, kan Al de missie van de kerk ondersteunen en
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de complexiteiten van de moderne digitale communicatie aanpakken. Dit artikel analyseert
theoretische en praktische implementaties van Al in religieuze omgevingen, waarbij zowel de
potentiéle voordelen als bijkomende ethische overwegingen worden besproken.

English: The rise of digital platforms and the widespread availability of information have cre-
ated both opportunities and challenges for religious communities, especially the Coptic Ortho-
dox Church. While the internet offers the potential for greater outreach and engagement, it
also exposes believers to a wide range of potential theological misinformation and distorted
interpretations of Christian doctrine. Artificial Intelligence (AI) has emerged as a promising
solution to these issues by providing tools that can enhance the preservation of doctrinal integ-
rity, assist in theological education, and promote the authentic teachings of the Church in the
digital sphere. This paper explores the role of Al in safeguarding Christian teachings, focusing
on its applications in the Coptic Orthodox Church. Through verification of theological con-
tent, combating misinformation, enhancing scriptural understanding, and promoting interac-
tivity, Al can support the Church’s mission while addressing the complexities of modern digital
communication. This paper will analyze theoretical and practical implementations of Al in
religious settings, addressing both the potential benefits and ethical considerations involved.

French: L’essor (I'envol) des plateformes numériques et la large disponibilité de 'information
ont créé a la fois des opportunités et des défis pour les communautés religieuses, en particulier
pour I’Eglise copte orthodoxe. Si Internet offre le potentiel d’une plus grande sensibilisation
et d’un plus grand engagement, il expose également les croyants a un large éventail de fausses
informations théologiques potentielles et d’interprétations déformées de la doctrine chrétienne.
L’intelligence artificielle (IA) est apparue comme une solution prometteuse a ces problémes en
fournissant des outils qui peuvent améliorer la préservation de I'intégrité doctrinale, aider a Iéd-
ucation théologique et promouvoir les enseignements authentiques de 1’Eglise dans la sphere
numérique. Cet article explore le role de I'[A dans la sauvegarde des enseignements chrétiens,
en se concentrant sur ses applications dans I’Eglise copte orthodoxe. Grace a la vérification du
contenu théologique, a la lutte contre la désinformation, a ’'amélioration de la compréhension
des Ecritures et a la promotion de I'interactivité, I'TA peut soutenir la mission de ’Eglise tout
en abordant les complexités de la communication numérique moderne. Cet article analysera les
mises en ceuvre théoriques et pratiques de I'TA dans les contextes religieux, en abordant a la fois
les avantages potentiels et les considérations éthiques impliquées.

German: Der Aufstieg digitaler Plattformen und die weitverbreitete Verfiigbarkeit von Infor-
mationen haben sowohl Chancen als auch Herausforderungen fiir religiose Gemeinschaften
geschaffen, insbesondere fiir die koptisch-orthodoxe Kirche. Wéhrend das Internet das Poten-
zial fiir eine groBere Reichweite und Interaktion bietet, setzt es Glaubige auch einer Vielzahl
potenzieller theologischer Fehlinformationen und verzerrter Interpretationen der christlichen
Lehre aus. Kiinstliche Intelligenz (KI) hat sich als vielversprechende Losung fiir diese Prob-
leme herauskristallisiert, indem sie Werkzeuge bereitstellt, die die Bewahrung der doktrindren
Integritit verbessern, die theologische Bildung unterstiitzen und die authentische Lehre der
Kirche im digitalen Raum fordern kénnen. Diese Abhandlung untersucht die Rolle der KI
beim Schutz der christlichen Lehren, wobei der Fokus auf ihren Anwendungen in der kop-
tisch-orthodoxen Kirche liegt. Durch die Verifizierung theologischer Inhalte, die Bekdmpfung
von Fehlinformationen, die Verbesserung des Verstindnisses der Schrift und die Férderung der
Interaktivitiat kann KI die Mission der Kirche unterstiitzen und gleichzeitig die Komplexitéten
der modernen digitalen Kommunikation ansprechen. Diese Abhandlung wird die theoretischen
und praktischen Anwendungen von KI in religiésen Kontexten analysieren und dabei sowohl
die potenziellen Vorteile als auch die ethischen Uberlegungen beriicksichtigen.

Greek: H 6vodog TV ynookdv TAATQOPU®Y Kol 1) EVPein S10EGUOTNTA TANPOPOPLDY EYOVV
dnpovpynoel 1060 gvkarple OGO KOl TPOKANGELS Yo TIG OPNOKEVTIKEG KOWOTNTES, €0KE Yo
mv Kontikny Opb6doén Exkincio. Eved 1o 6108iktvo mpoc@épsl ) duvatdTTa Yo LeYaADTEPT
d1ad00m Kol aAANAETidpao, ekOéTel emiong Tovg TGTOLS GE Eva gupl PAcpo TavVAG OE0AOYIKNG
TOPATANPOPOPNONG Kot StacTpePAOpEVOV epunveldv g Xpilotiavikng dwackaiiac. H Texynm
Nonuoovvn (Al) éxer avadeydel og po vrooyduevn Abon og avtd ta. (nTiuato, ToPEXOVTaS
gpyaAgio TOL PTOPOVV VO EVIGKOGOLV TN SLTHPNON TNG SOYUOTIKNAG aKEPAOTNTAS, Vo fonbficovy
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ot Ogoloykn ekmaidevon kot vo Tpombnoovv Tig awbevtikég didackarieg ¢ Exkinciog otov
Ynowkd xmpo.

Avt n épevva g&egpevva Tov poro g Texvntig Nompoovvng ot datpnon tov XpioToviKov
Swdackammv, eotidlovtag otig epapuoyés g oty Komtkr OpBddoén Exkincio. Méow g
emaAnBevong Tov BeoloyKOD TEPLEYOUEVOV, TNG KUTOTOAEUNONG TNG TOPATANPOPOPTONG, TNG
gvioyvong g katavonong tov Ayiov I'pagdv kot g tpomOnong g dwdpactikdtrac, n Teyvnt
Nonpoouvn punopei va vrootpigel v anootoin g Exkinciog, aviipetonifoviog mapdiinia tig
TOATAOKOTNTES TNG GUYYXPOVIG YNOLOKNG EMKOWVOVIOG.

Avt n épevva Oo avaivoel Bewpntikés Kot TPakTikég epappoyés g Teyynme Nonpoodvng oe
Opnokevtikd mepidirovra, e€etdloviog 1060 Ta TOAVA 0QEAN 0G0 Kot Tig NOIKEG SIGTAGELS TTOV
EUTAEKOVTOL.

Italian: L’ascesa delle piattaforme digitali e la diffusa disponibilita di informazioni hanno cre-
ato sia opportunita che sfide per le comunita religiose, in particolare per la Chiesa Ortodossa
Copta. Mentre internet offre il potenziale per una maggiore presenza e coinvolgimento, espone
anche i credenti a una vasta gamma di potenziale disinformazione teologica e interpretazioni
distorte della dottrina cristiana. L'Intelligenza Artificiale (IA) ¢ emersa come una soluzione
promettente a questi problemi, fornendo strumenti che possono migliorare la conservazione
dell’integrita dottrinale, assistere nell’educazione teologica e promuovere gli insegnamenti
autentici della Chiesa nella sfera digitale. Questo documento esplora il ruolo dell’IA nella sal-
vaguardia degli insegnamenti cristiani, concentrandosi sulle sue applicazioni nella Chiesa Ort-
odossa Copta. Attraverso la verifica dei contenuti teologici, la lotta contro la disinformazione,
il miglioramento della comprensione scritturale e la promozione dell’interattivita, I'LA puo sup-
portare la missione della Chiesa affrontando al contempo le complessita della comunicazione
digitale moderna. Questo articolo analizzera le implementazioni teoriche e pratiche dell’'TA in
contesti religiosi, affrontando sia i potenziali benefici che le considerazioni etiche coinvolte.

Swedish: Den framvixande digitala plattformskulturen och den omfattande tillgangen till
information har skapat bade mojligheter och utmaningar for religiosa gemenskaper, sarskilt for
den koptiska ortodoxa kyrkan. Samtidigt som internet erbjuder en storre rackvidd och 6kad
engagemangspotential, utsitts troende ocksa for en méangfald av teologisk desinformation och
forvriangda tolkningar av den kristna doktrinen. Artificiell intelligens (AI) har framtrétt som en
lovande 16sning pa dessa problem genom att tillhandahalla verktyg som kan stirka bevarandet
av doktrindr integritet, bista i teologisk utbildning och frimja kyrkans autentiska undervisning
i den digitala sféren.

Denna artikel undersoker Al:s roll i att sdkerstdlla den kristna ldrans riktighet, med sérskilt
fokus pa dess tillimpningar inom den koptiska ortodoxa kyrkan. Genom verifiering av teolo-
giskt innehall, bekdmpning av desinformation, fordjupad forstaelse av Skriften och frimjande
av interaktivitet kan Al stodja kyrkans mission samtidigt som den hanterar den moderna dig-
itala kommunikationens komplexitet. Denna artikel analyserar bade teoretiska och praktiska
implementeringar av Al i religidsa ssmmanhang, med en genomlysning av savil dess potentiella
fordelar som de etiska dvervaganden som tekniken medfor.

Digital Media Power

The proliferation of digital media has dramatically reshaped the ways in which religious com-
munities disseminate information and engage with their congregations. For the Coptic Ortho-
dox Church, the expansion of digital platforms presents a unique set of opportunities to share
the depth of its theological heritage, liturgical practices, and spiritual teachings with a global
audience. However, with these opportunities come significant challenges. Misinformation, mis-
interpretation, and theological distortions are increasingly prevalent on social media platforms,
websites, and forums [1]. False teachings, often rooted in misunderstanding or intentional dis-
tortion, can rapidly spread across digital spaces, leading to confusion among believers and even
threatening the unity of the Church [2].
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The Coptic Orthodox Church, which has preserved its theological traditions for nearly two
millennia, must adapt to these challenges while maintaining its doctrinal purity. Artificial Intel-
ligence (AI) can serve as a powerful tool to address the dual concerns of expanding Chris-
tian teachings to a global audience and protecting those teachings from misrepresentation. By
offering real-time verification of theological content, enhancing scriptural understanding, and
moderating online discourse, Al can assist the Church in navigating the complexities of digital
communication while ensuring that its teachings remain intact. Al can also foster greater inter-
activity and engagement, facilitating personalized learning and deepening the spiritual lives
of believers. As believers increasingly turn to digital platforms for theological resources and
spiritual guidance, Al has the potential to play a pivotal role in shaping their understanding of
Christian doctrine. Through this integration, Al can assist the Coptic Orthodox Church in pro-
moting authentic theological discourse, countering harmful distortions, and fostering a deeper
connection between individuals and their faith.

Social Media Challenges

In the social media landscape, it is not uncommon to come across fake accounts. Despite the
many attempts of various platforms to apply measures to discover and eliminate imperson-
ation, fake accounts, or hacking of various platform’s members, the possibility to come across
such bad apples is still valid. Al may be able to assist in the efforts to discover, verify, and com-
bat or outright prevent such occurrences. In seeking to eliminate such occurrences through the
utilization of the power of Al, the Coptic Orthodox Church could engage proper resources to
provide solutions to its digital resources, including its social media accounts.

However, such deployment of resources would eventually need a highly dedicated will and
knowledge, in addition to unequivocal commitment to the process of testing and experimen-
tation. Testing and experimentation is vital at this point, especially in light of the ongoing
attempts of the large capital social media platforms to accomplish such a mission. It is publicly
known that social media platforms have committed major resources to combat fake accounts
and misinformation, yet the rapid advancement of technology makes it an ongoing process that
always requires experimentation and continuous resources deployment and systems update.

The Role of Al in Safeguarding Doctrinal Integrity

Content Verification and Fact-Checking

One of the most important applications of Al in preserving doctrinal integrity is its ability to
verify and fact-check theological content. In a digital environment where information flows
rapidly and unchecked, Al can serve as a gatekeeper, ensuring that only doctrinally sound con-
tent is disseminated. The risk of theological distortion on social media and websites is signif-
icant, as even well-meaning individuals may share teachings that misrepresent core Christian
doctrines. Al-powered verification systems can cross-reference online content with authorita-
tive theological sources, including the writings of the Church Fathers, scripture, and official
Church documents, to determine whether a claim aligns with orthodox Christian teachings [3].

For example, Al can be used to verify claims regarding the nature of the Eucharist. When
online posts suggest that the Eucharist is merely a symbol and not the actual body and blood of
Christ, Al systems can flag these statements and provide doctrinal corrections. By referencing
the Nicene Creed, the writings of St. Athanasius, and the Catechism of the Coptic Ortho-
dox Church, AI can help clarify the Church’s understanding of the sacrament and prevent the
spread of misinformation [4]. Such real-time interventions are critical in maintaining the doc-
trinal purity of the Church and ensuring that believers are not led astray by false teachings [1].

Furthermore, Al can assist in identifying misinterpretations of scripture. When individuals
misquote or misapply biblical passages, Al systems can provide immediate contextual explana-
tions. For instance, when users try to comprehend John 1:14 ‘And the word became flesh and
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth’, Al systems can contextualize this verse within the framework of the Church’s
doctrine of the Incarnation, offering references to writings from the Church Fathers such as
St. Augustine and St. Cyril of Alexandria. These Al-driven explanations/interpretations would
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ensure that theological content remains faithful to the Church’s teachings and prevent the
spread of erroneous interpretations [5]. Al can even be adapted to use computer vision and
describe and teach the audience on the steps and routine of the Coptic Orthodox Mass in real
time, acting as a narrator or educator. In this context, Al could be used to correct any miscon-
ception or misrepresentation of the Eucharist.

Enhancing Scriptural Understanding and Personalized Learning

Another significant role that Al can play in promoting Christian teachings is by enhancing
scriptural understanding. The Bible is a complex text, rich in historical, theological, and liter-
ary nuances. Al can facilitate deeper engagement with scripture by offering personalized inter-
pretations and providing resources to help individuals understand difficult passages. Through
Al-powered platforms, believers can engage in interactive Bible studies that offer explanations,
historical context, and theological commentary.

Al can also assist in making scripture more accessible to a diverse audience. For example,
Al systems can provide translations of the Bible in various languages, ensuring that non-native
speakers of Arabic, Greek, or Latin can engage with the Bible in their own language. Al-driven
platforms can also facilitate cross-referencing, allowing users to easily navigate between related
passages and explore thematic connections throughout the Bible. For instance, Al can highlight
connections between Old Testament prophecies and their fulfillment in the New Testament,
fostering a deeper understanding of salvation history [6].

In addition, Al can personalize scripture study by recommending readings based on an indi-
vidual’s interests, theological questions, and previous interactions with the text [7]. By tracking
users’ study patterns and preferences, Al-powered systems can suggest relevant articles, com-
mentaries, and theological resources that deepen their understanding of Christian doctrine.
This personalized approach to scripture study can help believers build a more comprehensive
and nuanced understanding of the Bible and its teachings [8].

Combating Misinformation in Online Spaces

The rapid spread of misinformation, particularly on social media platforms, poses a significant
challenge to the Coptic Orthodox Church’s efforts to preserve its doctrinal integrity. Social
media is rife with false claims, heretical teachings, and theological misunderstandings, and
without intervention, these distortions can quickly become accepted as truth. Al has the poten-
tial to combat this problem by automatically identifying and flagging content that contradicts
the Church’s teachings. For example, Al systems can detect and flag posts that promote the idea
that salvation can be achieved without baptism, or that the Virgin Mary was not a central figure
in the life of Christ. By referencing official Church documents and authoritative theological
sources, Al can provide immediate corrections to these misrepresentations [4].

Furthermore, Al can help foster respectful and informed theological discussions on social
media by promoting doctrinally accurate content and discouraging divisive or heretical discus-
sions. For example, when users engage in online theological debates, Al can provide sugges-
tions for relevant Church teachings or prompt users to reference authoritative sources, ensuring
that conversations remain grounded in doctrinal truth [5]. Al can also help moderate online
communities, ensuring that discussions on Christian doctrine are respectful, informative, and
aligned with the teachings of the Church.

Integrating AI with Church Resources

AI-Enhanced Virtual Worship

The COVID-19 pandemic highlighted the importance of digital platforms in maintaining spir-
itual engagement when physical church attendance was not possible. The Coptic Orthodox
Church adapted by offering virtual liturgies and theological classes online. Al can enhance this
transition by offering real-time explanations of the liturgical actions during virtual services.
For example, Al could provide users with a breakdown of the meaning of specific prayers, their
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historical origins, and their theological significance, all while the liturgy is being performed.
This could help deepen the spiritual experience for believers who are unable to attend services
in person [6].

Interactive Chatbots for Theological Inquiry

Al-driven chatbots can serve as an immediate resource for individuals seeking clarification on
theological matters. These chatbots, integrated into the Church’s website or app, can answer
questions about sacraments, doctrines, and Church practices in real-time. For example, if a
user asks about the significance of the Feast of the Nativity, the chatbot can provide a brief
explanation, offer links to related theological articles, and even recommend scripture passages
for further study. This form of interactive learning could empower individuals to deepen their
understanding of the faith on their own terms, promoting lifelong learning within the Christian
community [8]. To that extent, Al can empower church members to email clients and social
media accounts, or even the general global public email clients and social media accounts, and
fact-checks any theological relevant information that is being written or exchanged, and alerts
the recipient or the sender to the right facts.

Ethical Considerations

The implementation of Al in religious contexts raises several ethical questions. Firstly, Al
systems must be developed with the utmost transparency, ensuring that users are aware of
how their data is being used. Moreover, Al must be guided by the principles of accuracy and
doctrinal faithfulness [7]. The development of Al tools for theological purposes must involve
theologians, clergy, and Church leaders to ensure that the Al systems align with the core values
and teachings of the Church [8]. Additionally, Al systems should be designed to respect the
dignity and autonomy of individuals, particularly in sensitive areas such as spiritual guidance
and pastoral care. Religious communities may have deep concerns about Al making decisions
or offering advice on matters of faith, which traditionally rely on human wisdom, empathy, and
discernment. Therefore, while Al can provide valuable insights and resources, it should never
replace the irreplaceable role of human clergy or the relational aspects of religious life. Al tools
should be positioned as supplementary, offering support in areas like education or outreach,
but leaving the deeply personal and spiritual decisions in the hands of trusted human leaders.

Conclusion

The integration of Al into the digital ecosystem of the Coptic Orthodox Church offers tremen-
dous opportunities for safeguarding and promoting Christian teachings in the modern world.
By utilizing Al tools for content verification, enhancing scriptural understanding, combating
misinformation, and fostering spiritual engagement, the Church can navigate the challenges
of the digital age while preserving the authenticity of its doctrines. However, these advance-
ments must be carefully managed to ensure that Al is used ethically and in alignment with
the Church’s values. The future of Al in the Church looks promising, but its application must
always be guided by a commitment to theological integrity, transparency, and respect for the
Church’s sacred mission. Furthermore, Al can play a pivotal role in broadening the Church’s
outreach, particularly in serving a global congregation, by creating accessible, interactive plat-
forms for worship, education, and community building. Yet, as Al tools evolve, the Church
must be vigilant in maintaining human oversight to prevent technology from unintentionally
altering the personal, communal, and spiritual dimensions of faith. Theological scholars and
clergy must remain actively involved in overseeing Al’s application to ensure it consistently
upholds the Church’s spiritual and doctrinal priorities.
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