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You shall have no other gods before Me
Michael Y. Henein* and Ashraf Sadek

The European Academy of Coptic Heritage — TEACH, London, UK

Received: 1 August 2024; Accepted: 4 September 2024, Published: 24 September 2024

Opomad) O 038 pedon (o lie i jae e il u) el Giad) S QA Jgie 5 sl Gandy ) il gl
ey sli 8 Jaadl xie a3lall il jul oo Ganall [ saad) 3all AlY) STy 52l 5 e AT AV (e 2l | sae oAl
Y dga gl ) Jg oty Dol (A5 0sanin 8 m (G Vslaa (g Sl cdandl Do do ) 138 (B 385 agd 4ns
Sl laall s 05 s 020 5 sl 45 ) e alasy (O camall sl YD ) Gall aal I AL Gla) a5 4 pdall
el Al A Al 0 Y laas W L dpea sl S e 5 eanar (1S S Sy (g3l AlY) il L () Sl s A5l

Dutch: God, de onderzoeker van het hart en verstand van de mens, zag hoe Israél was afged-
waald van Zijn kennis, beinvloed door eeuwenlang onder de Egyptenaren te leven, die vele
andere goden aanbaden, en hen imiteerde. De jaloerse ware God riep Israél om Hem te ont-
moeten op de berg Sinai en verklaarde zichzelf aan hen. Dit werd voorafgegaan door een
donderend gebulder dat de berg deed beven, vuur en rook waardoor de Israélieten trilde. In
de eerste twee geboden behandelde God het belangrijkste onderwerp voor de mens: geloven
in de ene ware God. De jaloerse, liefhebbende God zou niet toestaan dat de kinderen van
Zijn belofte heidense praktijken volgen en daardoor ten onder gaan. Dezelfde God die overal
met Zijn glorie vervult, herhaalt dezelfde eis aan ons allen: ‘U zult geen andere goden voor
Mij hebben.

English: God the examiner of man’s heart and mind saw how Israel has deviated away from His
knowledge, being impacted by living for centuries among the Egyptians, who worshipped many
other gods and imitated them. The jealous true God called to meet Israel at Mount Sinai and
declared Himself to them. This was preceded by a quacking thunder that made the mountain
shake, fire and smoke that made the Israelites tremble. In the first two commandments, God
addressed the most important issue for humans which is to believe in the one true God. The
jealous loving God would not tolerate seeing the children of His promise follow pagan practices
and perish after them. The same God who fills everywhere with His glory is repeating the same
request to us all “You shall have no other gods before Me’.

French: Dieu, qui sonde le coeur et I'esprit de 'homme, a vu comment Israél s’¢était €loigné de Sa
connaissance, apres avoir vécu pendant des siécles parmi les Egyptiens, qui adoraient beaucoup
d’autres dieux, et les imitaient. Le vrai Dieu jaloux, a appelé Israél a Sa rencontre au mont Sinai
et s’est révélé a eux, précédé par un grondement de tonnerre qui a fait trembler la montagne,
avec feu et fumée qui ont ébranlé les Israélites. Dans les deux premiers commandements, Dieu
a abordé la question la plus importante pour les humains, qui est de croire au seul vrai Dieu.
Le Dieu jaloux et aimant ne tolérerait pas de voir les fils de Sa promesse suivre des pratiques
paiennes et périr a cause d’elles. Le méme Dieu qui remplit tout lieu de sa gloire nous répéte a
tous la méme demande : “Tu n’auras pas d’autres dieux devant ma face’.

German: Gott, der die Herzen und Gedanken der Menschen priift, sah, wie Israel sich von
Seiner Erkenntnis abgewandt hatte, beeinflusst durch das Leben iiber Jahrhunderte hinweg
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unter den Agyptern, die viele andere Gétter verehrten und ihnen nachahmten. Der eifersiich-
tige, wahre Gott rief Israel auf, [hm am Berg Sinai zu begegnen und offenbarte sich ihnen.
Dies wurde von einem gewaltigen Donnergrollen begleitet, das den Berg erzittern lieB3, und
von Feuer und Rauch, die die Israeliten erzittern lieBen. In den ersten beiden Geboten sprach
Gott das wichtigste Anliegen fiir die Menschen an: an den einen wahren Gott zu glauben. Der
eiferstichtige, liebende Gott wiirde es nicht dulden, dass die Kinder Seiner VerheiBung heid-
nischen Praktiken folgen und dadurch zugrunde gehen. Derselbe Gott, der alles mit Seiner Her-
rlichkeit erfiillt, wiederholt dieselbe Aufforderung an uns alle: ‘Du sollst keine anderen Gotter
neben mir haben’.

Greek: O ®&dg, 0 kPTG TG KOPILAG KOt TOV VOL TOL avOpdmov, £ide Tdg o Ioponh amopakpuvOnke
a6 ™ own Tov yvoon, eanpeacpévog amd ™ {®N Yo ddVeg OVAUEGH GTOVG ATyLITIOVS, Ol
omoiotl Adtpgvay ToALoOG GAhovg Beovc, kat Tovg pymbnke. O (MAdtvmog aAndvog Oedc, Kbieoe
va cuvavtioet tov Iopank oto 6pog Xwvd kot tovg MAwoe Tov govtd Tov. Eixe mponynbet évag
KOLPVIXTOS KEPAVVOG TOv €Kove TO Pouvo va kovvnlel, e®TIA Kot KOTVOG TOL E£KOVOV TOLG
IopamAitec va tpépovv. ZTig 600 TpadTEg EVIOAES, 0 Oedg aoyoAONKe e TO To oNUAVTIKO {Tna
Yo ToVG avBp®TOLE, T0 0moio gival va TGTEWOLV 6ToV évay aAndvd Bgd. O NAGTLTTOG GTOPYIKAG
Bedg dev Oo. aveydtov va PAémel o moudid ¢ vooyeons Tov vo akohovBolv E0MAONITPIKESG
TPOKTIKES Kot Vo, YGvovTol Hetd amd avtés. O idtog Ogog mov yepiler ta mévta pe tn 66&n Tov
emavolapfavet o idto aitnpo Tpog dhovg pag: ‘Agv Ba €xete dhhovg Beovg PTPooTd oV’ .

Italian: Dio, I’esaminatore del cuore e della mente dell’'uomo, vide come Israele si era allon-
tanato dalla Sua conoscenza, essendo stato influenzato dal vivere per secoli tra gli egiziani.
Quest’ultimi adoravano molti dei e gli Israeliti li imitavano. Il vero Dio geloso, chiamo Israele
per incontrarlo sul monte Sinai e si dichiaro a loro. Questo ¢ stato preceduto da un tuono che
ha fatto tremare la montagna, fuoco e fumo che fecero tremare gli Israeliti. Nei primi due
comandamenti, Dio ha affrontato la questione piu importante per gli esseri umani che ¢ cre-
dere nell’unico vero Dio. Il Dio amorevole e amorevole non tollererebbe vedere che i figli della
Sua promessa seguano le pratiche pagane e periscano dopo di loro. Lo stesso Dio che riempie
ovunque della Sua gloria sta ripetendo la stessa richiesta a tutti noi: ‘Non avrai altri dei davanti
ame’.

Swedish: Gud, som granskar minniskans hjarta och sinne, sdg hur Israel hade avvikit fran
Hans kunskap, paverkade av att ha levt i arhundraden bland egyptierna, som tillbad manga
andra gudar, och imiterade dem. Den nitdlskande, sanna Guden kallade Israel till ett mote pa
Sinai berg och uppenbarade sig for dem. Detta foregicks av ett skakande askvader som fick
berget att skélva, eld och rok som fick israeliterna att darra. I de tva forsta budorden tog Gud
upp den viktigaste fragan for minniskan, ndmligen att tro pa den ende, sanne Guden. Den
nitdlskande och kérleksfulle Guden skulle inte tolerera att se 16ftets barn f6lja hedniska seder
och gé forlorade med dem. Samme Gud, som fyller hela virlden med sin hérlighet, upprepar
samma budskap till oss alla: ‘Du skall inga andra gudar hava jamte mig’.

‘I am the Lovd your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself a carved image — any
likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth; you shall not bow down to them nor serve them.” Exodus 20:4-7

After 400 years of life in Egypt, God brought the Israelites out, so they can enjoy their free-
dom and also for them to get to know Him as the One God who had covenants with their
forefathers ‘Abraham, Isaak and Jacob (Israel). God appointed Moses, the zealous prophet,
to lead such a mission by sending him to Pharaoh and pleading with him to release the
Israelites. This early part of the mission required 10 signs which started with the sign of the
serpent and ended with the sign of the protection of Israel’s first born from death. This ulti-
mately made Pharaoh unable to resist God’s plan and to release the Israelites. It is without
doubt that the main benefit of those signs was for God to reveal Himself as the Only God of
heaven and earth to Moses, Aaron, Pharaoh and all the Egyptians who experienced and were
affected by the signs.
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The loving God continued to treat the Israelites’ hardened heart and mind towards
the concept of believing in the One God after hundreds of years of living among the
Egyptians, with their different theological beliefs and practices. God in His wisdom
received them, out of Egypt, with a mystical plan to convert them to Himself, in order
to fulfil His promise to their forefathers. That plan had to be in the form of successive
wonders and miracles. Signs, they never saw in Egypt and could not comprehend, as
humans. The first sign was God’s appearance to them on the first part of the journey
as a protecting cloud from the desert’s heat during the day and a guiding light at
night. The second miracle was crossing the Red Sea; the split of the water and the safe
walking on the sea bed. This was followed by giving them clean water from the rock
to drink and manna and quail from heaven to eat. Despite that, their hearts remained
stubbornly hard, resisting God. On the third month after their deliverance out of
Egypt, Elohim instructed Moses to bring the Israelites to the mountain of Sinai so
He could reveal Himself to them and give them the law which He had laid for them,
as the descendants of Abraham, Isaak and Jacob.

The first declaration was ‘I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land
of Egypt, out of the house of bondage’. 1 am the unseen God, who you cried out to
while under bondage in Egypt. I have chosen Moses and sent him to Pharaoh, having
revealed myself to both of them through signs and miracles. Now, you must know the
fact of the matter, that your deliverance from the hands of the Egyptians was, and
could never have been achieved by a human being (Moses), but only by the mighty
power of the God of your forefathers. I can see that your hearts are wandering around
searching for the God whom your forefathers followed and received His promises.
However, your minds are clouded with centuries of difficult and strange experiences
in Egypt. Therefore, I am declaring Myself to you following squawking of the moun-
tain and thunder, you never saw before, so you would know that I am the Lord the
true God, whom your patriarchs believed in.

God then tackled an important issue, based on the religious practices the Israelites
experienced in Egypt. ‘You shall have no other gods before Me’. The concept of the one
God was not clear to many people. Elohim, the Creator of heaven and earth and every-
thing therein, read their hearts and minds and saw how far they were from knowing
and believing in Him. They were indeed quite remote compared to their forefathers,
hence His frank and blunt order ‘You shall have no other gods before Me’. This is also
explained by the succeeding statement ‘I am a jealous God’. This should not be misin-
terpreted as jealous from someone else, but rather jealous to see His children, who carry
His promise, confused following fake man-made gods and abandoning the true God.

Based on this analogy, Elohim elaborated more on specifics and said ‘You shall not
make for yourself a carved image.... you shall not bow down to them nor serve them’.
Even the sun and the moon in the sky, the fire and the wind on earth and the other
gods under the water, which some Egyptians believed in and worshiped, God said ‘do
not make an image of them, do not bow before them or worship them’ as you saw the
Egyptians doing. They are all fake, false and lifeless, you will loose your life if you
follow them, since you will be following no more than fog. Because only the royals and
the clergy were allowed to worship gods in the temples, the rest of the people formed
prayer corners in their houses where they made statutes of their gods and worshiped
them. Those practices were engraved in the minds of the Israelites which Elohim rec-
ognized, hence was His direct order to them with the detailed specifics of their prac-
tices. Elohim continued, later on, with more specifics as He says to Moses ‘ You shall
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not make anything to be with Me — gods of silver or gods of gold you shall not make
Sfor yourselves’. Elohim wanted to open Moses’ eyes to more details about His nature,
whose eyes penetrate the thick curtains of darkness. He, therefore, declared to Moses
the exact details of the nature of the statues they make and worship, being made from
precious metals, silver and gold.

Finally, God stated His heart’s desire to them ‘You know how I carried you on
eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. This is a very powerful statement that declares
the ultimate desire of God towards all humans who believe in him, to bring them out
of their difficulties with His mighty power, to enjoy their life with Him, ‘Brought you
to myself”.

Contemporary implications of the first meeting between Elohim and the Israel-
ites after delivering them out of Egypt. God is jealous towards His creation, man,
whom He created after His own image and granted him His own Spirit to know and
experience His presence. Stuffing our heart and mind with other gods is the disease
of our time. Those gods could be in the form of material possessions or relationships
including, family, friends, colleagues, employees, and even spiritual figures. God, the
unchangeable, made it clear to Israel ‘do not make yourself other gods before me’.
Nothing on earth or in heaven should replace God’s presence in our life. Indeed, the
incarnate Word of God, Lord Jesus said, ‘whoever loves, a father, mother, a son or
daughter more than me, does not deserve me’, Mat 10:24. What He refrained people
from, by those examples, is idolising and putting others, including one’s self, ahead of
God, and ignoring His real presence in our life. It is not surprising to hear of a person
die after losing a dear friend or a family member. This is a clear example of idolising
our co-humans over and above the true Lover of mankind who wants all to be saved
and understand the truth. 1 Tim; 2:4
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